
Bible study on Discipling in Prayer and Bible Study Groups & Serving through Ministry Teams – This is a 
Core Value that the Bethel Leadership Team will be recommending the church adopt. Pastor Tony will be 
preaching on this on Sunday, February 10, 2019. Sunday School classes are encouraged to study this the week of 
February 4 and to spend some time in class on February 10 discussing this Bible Study. 
 
Discipling in Prayer and Bible Study Groups & Serving through Ministry Teams  

We believe spiritual growth and uncommon unity with each other happens best in the context of deep and honest 
relationships. These kinds of relationships can be developed and maintained best in Prayer and Bible Study 
Groups.  Prayer and Bible Study groups are small groups of people that meet regularly at a time that is most 
convenient for them. In these groups of caring people, individuals share and encourage one another in their walk 
with God. By engaging in prayer and bible study groups, we develop uplifting relationships with other 
Christians who will pray, support, and mentor however needed. Here, individuals come together, build one another 
up during the week, sharing life together at a time that best fits their schedule. 

We believe that part of multiplying disciples is ministering to our community. We ask members to be a part of a 
Ministry Team at Bethel. Here, we serve in ways that use our God given gifts, talents, and calling. We use 
Ministry Teams to carry out the ministries of our church and our community. We are driven to make 
disciples; therefore, our leadership team aligns our ministries, programs, and activities so that we do not lose 
focus on our purpose to “Love God, Disciple Others, and Serve the World.” This ensures that the people and 
financial resources God has entrusted to us are planned and used effectively. 

 
Biblical Bases:  
Matthew 28:19-20 (NIV) 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
 
John 13:34-35 (NIV)34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 
 
Exodus 18:14-21 (ESV) 14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is 
this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till 
evening?” 15  And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God; 16  when 
they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and another, and I make them know the 
statutes of God and his laws.” 17  Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. 18 You and the 
people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it 
alone. 19 Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall represent the people before 
God and bring their cases to God, 20 and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws and make them know 
the way in which they must walk and what they must do. 21 Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men 
who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of 
hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 
 
KEY IDEA: Every member has a part 
 
1 Corinthians 12:14-20 (ESV) 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 

And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as 
he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
 



Ephesians 4:1-7 (NIV) 1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called 
to one hope when you were called-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all. 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:27-30 (NIV) 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the 
church, God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those 
having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different 
kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?  
30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 (TEV) 11 It was he who "gave gifts to people"; he appointed some to be apostles, others to be 
prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and teachers. 12 He did this to prepare all God's people for 
the work of Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ. 13 And so we shall all come together to that 
oneness in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God; we shall become mature people, reaching to the very 
height of Christ's full stature. 14 Then we shall no longer be children, carried by the waves and blown about by 
every shifting wind of the teaching of deceitful people, who lead others into error by the tricks they invent.  
15 Instead, by speaking the truth in a spirit of love, we must grow up in every way to Christ, who is the head.  
16 Under his control all the different parts of the body fit together, and the whole body is held together by every 
joint with which it is provided. So, when each separate part works as it should, the whole body grows and builds 
itself up through love. 
 
Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 
 
Galatians 6:2 (NIV) 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
 
James 5:16 (NIV) 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  
 
James 5:19-20 (NIV) 19 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him 
back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over 
a multitude of sins. 
 
Proverbs 27:17 (TEV) 17 People learn from one another, just as iron sharpens iron.  
 
Hebrews 10:25 (TEV) 25 Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us 
encourage one another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer.  
 
2 Timothy 2:1-2 (TEV) 1 As for you, my son, be strong through the grace that is ours in union with Christ Jesus.  
2 Take the teachings that you heard me proclaim in the presence of many witnesses, and entrust them to reliable 
people, who will be able to teach others also.  
 


