
Bethel Core Values Bible Study – Please use some time Sunday School clases on January 27 discussing this 
core value. Pastor Tony will be using this Core Value in his message, January 27. 

Discipling the Next Generation 
We let God use us to raise up God-centered, Jesus-magnifying, Bible-saturated, culturally-winsome disciples of 
Jesus Christ in the next generation. Ministry to the next generation will never be pushed to the margins at Bethel. 
We are not content just to offer “something” to keep our children occupied. We want God to give them hearts full 
of wonder, awe, and fascination with the bigness and power and beauty of God, with affections that will not be 
overwhelmed by the pleasures and promises of the world. That is why we are committed to developing an 
intentional, gospel-infused strategy aimed at winning the heart, mind, and will. Our aim is to partner with parents, 
who have the primary responsibility to disciple their children, and help them lead their children to know, love, and 
serve God by faith in Jesus Christ. 

We believe one of the primary reasons those in the next generation stay in church after their teens is because they 
develop meaningful relationships and develop a sense of community. We believe they are more likely to be 
engaged in church if they have a close friendship during the teen years with an adult in the church and more likely 
to be engaged if they have a mentor. Therefore, we devote significant resources of time and money to build these 
relationships.  

2 Timothy 2:2 (ESV) 2  and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 
men who will be able to teach others also. 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/brothers-train-up-the-next-generation Paul is telling Timothy that an essential part of faithful 
gospel ministry is this investment in the next generation. It is not some optional add-on. In other words, when Paul 
tells Timothy to “guard” the gospel, he is not just calling Timothy to protect the integrity of the gospel from the 
effects of false teaching. He is also calling Timothy to fight to preserve the continuation of the gospel against the 
effects of erosion over time, even beyond Timothy’s time. 

So let me say it again. Essential to our faithfulness in gospel ministry is this investment in a succeeding generation 
of gospel ministers. 
…..So now he’s asking Timothy to think a certain way about gospel ministry. And he’s asking Timothy to train the 
next generation to think this way about gospel ministry. And God is asking us to think this way about gospel 
ministry. Necessary to faithful gospel ministry is an investment in the next generation of gospel ministers. 

Psalm 78:1-4 (ESV)  Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth! 2  I will 
open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, 3  things that we have heard and known, that our 
fathers have told us. 4  We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious 
deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.  
 

Psalm 78:5-7 (ESV) 5  He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded 
our fathers to teach to their children, 6  that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise 
and tell them to their children, 7  so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, but 
keep his commandments;  
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NIV) 3  For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 4  that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (NIV) 4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6  These commandments that I give you today 
are to be upon your hearts. 7  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8  Tie them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. 9  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/brothers-train-up-the-next-generation


Life Application Study Bible. Deuteronomy 6:7 The Hebrews were extremely successful at making religion an 
integral part of life. The reason for their success was that religious education was life-oriented, not information-
oriented. They used the context of daily life to teach about God. The key to teaching your children to love God is 
stated simply and clearly in these verses. If you want your children to follow God, you must make God a part of 
your everyday experiences. You must teach your children diligently to see God in all aspects of life, not just those 
that are church related. 

Deuteronomy 6:20-25 (NIV) 20  In the future, when your son asks you, "What is the meaning of the stipulations, 
decrees and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?" 21  tell him: "We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but 
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22  Before our eyes the LORD sent miraculous signs and 
wonders--great and terrible--upon Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23  But he brought us out from 
there to bring us in and give us the land that he promised on oath to our forefathers. 24  The LORD commanded us 
to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is 
the case today. 25  And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us, 
that will be our righteousness." 
 

Judges 2:8-11 (NIV) 8  Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 9  And 
they buried him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount 
Gaash. 10  After that whole generation had been gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who 
knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel. 11  Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 
LORD and served the Baals.  
 

Life Application Study Bible - Judges 2:8-11- It is tempting to leave the job of teaching the Christian faith to the 
church or Christian schools. Yet God says that the responsibility for this task belongs primarily to the family. 
Because children learn so much by our example, the home offers the most effective place to pass on the faith to the 
next generation. 
https://www.equip.org/article/equipping-the-next-generation/ The sobering statistics indicate that we are failing to pass on the 
essential beliefs and values of Christianity: 
• Eighty-five percent of youth from Christian homes attending public schools do not hold abiblical worldview.2 2 
Nehemiah Institute, Inc. PEERS Trend Chart and Explanation (Lexington, KY: Nehemiah Institute, 2004). 
 
• About eight million twentysomethings who were active churchgoers as teenagers will no longerbe active in 
church by their thirtieth birthdays.3 “Twentysomethings Struggle to Find Their Place in Christian Churches,” Barna Research Online, September 24, 
2003,http://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/5-barna-update/127-twentysomethings-struggle-to-find-their-place-in-christianchurches. 

The National Study of Youth and Religion (NSYR), the most extensive research on the religious lives of U.S. 
teenagers to date, found:4 4 NSYR data cited in Richard Ross, gen. ed., Transforming Student Ministry: Research Calling for Change (Nashville: 
LifeWayPress,2005), 6–8, 46, 114. 
• The majority of teenagers are incredibly inarticulate about their faith and its meaning in their lives. They find it 
almost impossible to put basic beliefs into words. 

• Teens are “functional deists”—they believe God exists, created the world, and set life in motion, but that He only 
becomes involved with them personally to make their lives happier or to solve problems. 

• Many teens (including conservative Protestants) reject the essential doctrine of salvation by grace; three out of 
five believe people can earn a place in heaven if they are generally good, or do enough good things for others. 

• When deciding right from wrong in difficult situations, only thirty-one percent of Southern Baptist teens said 
they turned to God or the Scriptures. Almost an identical percent said they decided based on whether it made them 
feel happy or helped them get ahead in life. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+6%3A7
https://www.equip.org/article/equipping-the-next-generation/
http://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/5-barna-update/127-twentysomethings-struggle-to-find-their-place-in-christianchurches

